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APPLICANT: Brian Harlan, RBH Enterprises LLC 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 215 E Linden St., Kennett Square 

PROPOSED WORK: Addition of third floor and re-fresh of outside appearance 

HARB RECOMMENDATION: Borough Council issue a CoA  

Criteria Findings 

The exact location of the area in 
which the work is to be done 

215 E Linden St, changes to structure by adding a third 
floor. 

The exterior changes to be made or 
the exterior character of the 
building or structure to be erected. 

Applicant proposes adding an additional floor to the 
building to accommodate two additional apartments 
and modify the exterior features to provide a more 
fitting appearance. A new front door and interior stairs 
will be fitted to meet code requirements while adding 
a more appropriate look. The current four apartments 
will be refreshed.  

A list of the surrounding structures 
with their general exterior 
characteristics. 

E Linden has a unique set of buildings with single family 
homes, duplexes, row houses and churches. There is a 
mixture of brick and frame buildings using materials 
such as brick, siding and stucco. The neighborhood is 
seeing increased investment in the restoration and 
improvement of the existing structures. 

The effect of the proposed change 
upon the general historic and 
architectural nature of the Historic 
District. 

The building was originally built as a church but was 
converted to apartments in the early part of the 20th 
century. The proposed changes would not negatively 
affect the nature of the district. The design will 
enhance the architectural diversity of the 
neighborhood and provide a visual upgrade. 

The appropriateness of exterior 
architectural features of the 
building that can be seen from a 
public street or way. 

The proposed design picks up some key visual features 
from the style of the original church in the window 
surrounds and the addition of corbels under the roof 
and the shape of the roof structures. While modern in 
design they are reflective of several other churches on 
Linden St. 

The general design, arrangement, 
texture, and material of the 
building or structure and the 
relation of such factors to similar 
features of buildings or structures 
in the Historic District. 

The proposed design adds visual features to a rather 
plain looking box that has no character. The design 
elements are not obtrusive and are not out of 
character with regard to the Historic District. 
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The opinion of the HARB (including 
any dissent) as to the 
appropriateness of the proposed 
work or project and the extent to 
which it will preserve or destroy the 
historic and/or architectural 
character and nature of the Historic 
District. 

The HARB finds the design proposed to be an 
improvement to the current appearance of the 
building and does not disrupt the architectural 
character of the Historic District. 

The specific recommendations of 
the HARB, based on findings of fact, 
as to the action by Borough Council 
to approve or deny the issuance a 
Certificate of Appropriateness.  

The HARB recommends that Borough Council issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 

 

REMARKS: The HARB voted three in favor with one abstention. The property owner did state that 

current occupants will be given an opportunity to retain their leases but that construction plans will 

necessitate that they vacate the apartments while the work is being done. 

 
 

 
 
 

           
Andrew J. Froning HARB Chair 
May 29, 2022 






















